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mittee will get out of the difficulty by saying they were guided
by the recommendation of the obscure past, conveniently for-
getting that it was invalid, as the vacancy had not been made
public.
We are not Medes and Persians, so any informal act can at

any time be cancelled. How is it then, if the authorities be
acting in good faith towards us, that this wrong has not been
remedied ? Hereby hangs a tale. Once upon a time Messrs.
Hutchinson and Co. stole a march upon their brethren, and
appointed an outsider (b1lt a friend) as a medical registrar. At
this the majority of the Council became virtuously indignant,
declared the proceedings informal, upheld the rights of the
students, and appointed the son of the senior surgeon. Oh,
that we were all sons of senior surgeons !
The students of our hospital are not the only aggrieved

parties. Members of the Council itself cry (silently) for re-
dress. Dr. Palfrey advised me to agitate about a certain
lectureship; but as we preferred to be liberal in the first place
to ourselves, this gentleman remains still a conservative.
Mr. Hutchinson says that, as regards the future, the Council

has passed and made public definite resolutions, under which
no student other than a full pupil of both hospital and school
-can hold the appointments now, or recently, held by Mr.
Macarthy." Now, we wanted no fresh resolutions, the exist-
ing rules being amply sufficient.

I think, Sir, I have disposed of Mr. Hutchinson’s letter,
and I have not brought forward anything that I cannot prove
incontestably.
Mr. Macarthy has exercised a most commendable discretion

in determining not to trouble you any more ; he has done quite
enough. Doubtless he thinks he has given "me and my
associates a a finishing stroke. I trust for his own sake he

may refrain from another such victory, or he may be more
than undone.

I remain, Sir, yours faithfully,
5, Broad-street Buildings, E.C., Aug. 12th, 1867. N. HECKFORD.

To the Editor 0/*THE LANCET.

SIR, - Mr. Hutchinson, in his letter published in THE
LANCET of the 10th inst., mentioned Mr. Heckford’s conduct
in writing to you, and pronounced it "ill-timed, ungenerous,
and unfair." Allow me, Sir, in common fairness, to state that
the letter referred to was not only Mr. Heckford’s letter, but
the letter of all the committee, and, therefore (as their repre-
sentatives), also of the vast majority of the students. The letter
was sent by our express wish ; therefore Mr. Hutchinson’s
remark applies equally to us all.
What else, Sir, were we to do ? We had held meetings,

signed papers, and in various other ways wasted our time.
We had entreated the Council to act according to their printed
prospectus; in fact, to do an act of simple common justice.
In return, we met with insult. We (the committee) were at
first answered, and thus acknowledged; also a deputation of
us was met by a deputation from the Council. Next, when
at their request we sent to them a mild remonstrance instead
of our former somewhat strongly-worded petition, we received
no answer; but an address to students in general was issued,
by which they were informed that possibly a mistake had been
made. That mistake, however, must be made again; but that
after the next time it should not be repeated. Of course this
satisfied nobody. Whereupon a compromise (as mentioned in
Mr. Ley’s letter, published in THE LANCET of the 10th inst.)
was suggested by the Council, which was most unwillingly
accepted; but still accepted, and ratified in my presence by
Dr. Head. Then, by a quibble far more contemptible than an
open falsehood, the eligible and senior candidate was discarded
for the ineligible and junior; and we were left to digest, as
best we might, the fact that we were not considered to be
worth treating with honesty, much less common courtesy.
What remained for us to do ?
Allow me, Sir, in conclusion, to assure you that personally

I have no grievance whatever of which to complain. I have
always been treated with justice, and even kindness, by the
various members of the staff. I wish sincerely that it had
been the same with many of my friends.

I remain, Sir
(on behalf of the Committee of the Students),

Your obedient servant,
ALFRED WALKER,

Late House-Surgeon to, and Medical and Surgical Gold
Medalist of, the London Hospital.

Stoke Newington, Aug. 12th, 1867.

N. HECKFORD.

ALFRED WALKER,
Late House-Surgeon to, and Medical and Surgical Gold

Medalist of, the London Hospital.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I am anxious to explain that in my last week’s letter
in your columns, in quoting from our prospectus, the quotation
marks were by inadvertence placed so as to include two words
too many. It read "open to qualified pupils of the hospital
and school." The words "open to should not have been
included. The whole of the sentence is,-" are conferred as
rewards of merit on qualified pupils of the hospital and school." 
Of course, the latter part of the sentence is the important one,
and this was quite correctly given, but I am anxious not to
seem to misquote even in the slightest degree.

I may add that in my letter I avoided entering into detail
as regards the last steps of Mr. Macarthy’s appointment.
Since I wrote a meeting of the Council has been held, at which
Dr. Head’s report on the matter was received. At a previous
meeting (a month ago, and prior to the appointment) the
Council had suggested to Dr. Head that a compromise should
be made, and that Mr. Ley and Mr. Macarthy should both be
elected for three months, Mr. Ley having the first turn. The
circumstances under which this suggestion was prevented from
taking effect will be detailed by Dr. Head himself. On con.
sidering them the Council felt that it was due to itself to ex-
press regret for the irregularities, and at the same time to
exculpate itself from any share therein. It also appointed a
deputation to confer with the House Committee on the matter.
The final decision of the latter was to represent to Mr.
Macarthy the peculiar circumstances under which, contrary
to the wish of the Council, he had obtained the appointment.
On this being done, Mr. Macarthy at once accepted the sug.
gestion that to mitigate ill-feeling in the matter he would
retire, at the end of three months, from his appointment.
LTnder these conditions, therefore, the appointment will again
very shortly be vacant.

I append the text of the Council’s resolution passed on the
12th inst. :-

" The Medical Council of the London Hospital feels called
upon to express its regret for the irregularity which was
committed in respect to the recommendation and the appoint-
ment of a resident accoucheur, and desires, so far as it has
the power to do so, to take steps to remedy the effects of such
irregularity, for which it is due to itself to declare that it has
not been reponsible. For this purpose it appoints the under-
mentioned committee," &c.

I am, Sir, yours truly,
JONATHAN HUTCHINSON,

Finsbury-circus, Aug. 13th, 1867. Dean of the School.

’’ Dr. Head’s letter arrived too late for insertion in our
present number. The communication of Mr. Colman also
must stand over till next week.-ED. L.

JONATHAN HUTCHINSON,
Dean of the School.

THE

FORTHCOMING MEETING IN PARIS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE French members of the Congress are now daily ex-
pecting their foreign brethren, and are preparing to greet them
with the warmest feelings of cordiality. I may add, that they
reckon upon a very fair deputation from England. It is to be

hoped that the appeal which they have addressed to the pro-
fession far and near will be largely responded to; that medical
men of all countries will have been fully alive to the fact that
this International Medical Congress is an exceptional and most
important event in modern Medicine; and that they will con-
sider it well worth the time and the trouble to contribute to
the success of this first step in a new direction-one which
must be fruitful in consequences affecting, not only the ad-
vancement of the art, but also the general interests of the pro-
fession. Add to these motives of a higher order, the coin-
cidence of the Great Exhibition, the permanent attractions
which Paris holds out to those who are familiar or not with its

splendours and charms, and we in Paris may be justified in
our hope that, in a day or two, we shall see a larger and a
more varied gathering of the profession than ever assembled
within the walls of this good city of Paris.
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To such of the English members who are on their first visit
to Paris a few notes indicating what is to be seen in a medical
point of view must, doubtless, be very welcome. I will en-
deavour to furnish this desideratum. Want of time and want
of space will, however, compel me to condense as much as pos-
sible, and only to indicate in their principal features such objects
as are exclusively of professional interest.

I shall not, therefore, give any general description of Paris-
of its monuments, parks, palaces, churches, theatres, &c. Any
substantial guide-book-and Galignani’s " Guide to Paris" is a
most excellent one-will furnish all necessary information on
such subjects, and point out the cheapest and best ways of
visiting this city. To my great regret, and through the same
motives, I must likewise abstain from any details with regard
to the accommodation of visitors-such as lodging, food, &c.

Hotels, restaurants, and coffee-houses abound in Paris, and
are to be met with in almost every street, from the hotel of
modest and homely appearance to palatial buildings like the
Hotel du Louvre or the Grand Hotel-from the modest cre-
merie, where one may get a breakfast almost for nothing, or
the diner &agrave; prix fixe of the restaurants of the Palais Royal
(2f. 25c. a head) to the most luxurious table d’h6te. Neither
are English taverns wanting. Reference may be had on such
subjects to the guide-book; and the visitor would do well on the
very day of his arrival to take the advice of a French colleague
with regard to these and other matters. The French are always
most courteous and amiable, and are ever ready to be of use in
these little occurrences. There is one thing, however, which
I may advise in a general way, and that is, to set down some-
where in the Q.uartier Latin or Faubourg St. Germain. There
are some good hotels in this part of the town-Boulevard St.
Michel, for instance; and members will find it most convenient
to be quite near the seat of Congress, and in close proximity
with the principal hospitals and other objects of special in-
terest, while a short stroll, and, when necessary, an omnibus
or a cab, will easily take them to other parts of the town to
indulge in sight-seeing and other non-scientific pursuits. If this
should be a consideration, I may also add that accommodation
will cost less in this part of the town than in any other, par-
ticularly at the present moment.
The first objects which will demand the attention of the

medical visitor are
THE HOSPITALS OF PARIS.

They have not a distinct government and a distinct existence.
A general system of centralisation lays them all under one
administration (the Assistance Publique), and subjects them
to one uniform law. Whatever may be the advantages of the one
or the other system, this is not the time to discuss them. The
Assistance Publique-a most powerful administration, unique,
perhaps, in the whole world-is entrusted with the manage-
ment of everything which concerns the poor of Paris. Its
action extends beyond the hospitals; but one of its principal
functions is the government of all these institutions and of
other similar establishments-such as hospices for the aged, the
infirm, and the incurable; asylums for foundlings, lunatics,
&c. ; a bureau for providing the town with good wet-nurses,
&c. The revenues of these institutions are necessarily managed
by the same administration, and their sources are manifold :
1. Real property, rents of houses, interest of money, legacies,
farms, &c. 2. Miscellaneous sources, much too varied to be
noticed here in detail, but the principal of which consists in a
sort of taxation levied on the theatres, public exhibitions,
places of entertainment, the markets, the octrois, &c. A few

years ago the amount of these revenues thus collected was
17,000,000 francs; of which 5,000,000 francs (or f 200,000)
were annually expended on the hospitals, properly so called.
The Ville de Paris (municipality) is often called upon to supply
deficiencies, and acts generously on such occasions.
The management of each of the hospitals may be divided

into two distinct departments, one of which I would call the
administrative, the other the medical. The administrative
department is vested in a director, who has under his orders
an econome and a certain number of clerks. He exercises a
general control over the whole hospital, and has great power.
These functionaries are nominated by the Assistance Publique;
they succeed each other in rotation, moving from the less im-
portant to the more important institutions. The medical
department is vested in a certain number of physicians and
surgeons, who are chefs de service-the former being always s
more numerous than the latter. The chefs de service have
under their orders a certain number of internes (house-surgeons)
and of externes (clinical clerks and dressers). Furthermore,
each of the medical officers has an interne en pharmacie at-

tached to his wards. Physicians and surgeons, internes and
externes, are all chosen by public competition-a most excel-
lent system, which generally sends out the best men. The
tests at examinations necessarily vary in difficulty, nature,
and number, according to the class of officers to be elected.
The jury is invariably composed of seven members picked out
by lot from the physicians and surgeons who are already at-
tached to the different hospitals. The newly chosen hospital
surgeons and physicians are first attached to the Bureau Cen-
tral, an institution entrusted with the care of dividing the
patients between, and sending them to, the different hospitals.
They (the physicians and surgeons) there await the vacancies.
which may occur in the hospitals, and succeed each other in
these institutions, going in rotation from the less to the more
important. The internes remain in office four years, the ex-
ternes three years; and each year may be spent in a different
hospital or service. The internes en pharmacie are also ap-
pointed by competition: they attend the medical officer during
his visit, note down his prescriptions, and prepare them in the
hospital dispensary. The nursing, which deserves the highest
praise, is carried on by sisters, or religieuses, who live in the
hospital.
No museums, no libraries, no collections of apparatus or im-

plements for pathological research, will be found in any of
the hospitals of Paris : a sad want-one of the disadvantages
of the centralising system. In all the hospitals there is an
amphitheatre for post-mortem examinations, and another in
which operations are performed and clinical lectures delivered.
Generally, in all the hospitals, clinical lectures are delivered
twice or thrice a week. To the Fitie, the Charite, and the
Hotel Dieu, are attached the clinical professors of the Faculty.
There are rooms where the out-patients come to be examined.
The consultations, as they are called, are given by the phy-
sicians or surgeons in charge of the general wards, each having
his day. The large hospitals also contain a dispensary, where
the medicines are prepared, and which is presided over by a.
pharmacien en chef specially attached to each institution, and
having under his control the internes en pharmacie.
With these preliminary and, I believe, necessary remarks,

I now proceed to give a rapid sketch of the several hospitals,
which amount to fourteen-seven general and seven special.

General Hospitals.
The H&ocirc;tel Dieu-(&agrave; tout seigneur tout honneur)-situate in

the city, beneath the shade of N6tre Dame; the oldest hos-
pital in Europe. A pile of venerable and gloomy-looking
buildings; said to have existed since A.D. 600, and to have
been founded by St. Landry, bishop of Paris. Its history is.
most curious and interesting. Nothing can give an idea of the
deplorable state of things which existed in this hospital pre-
vious to the great French Revolution. The hygienic conditions
were disastrous; the mortality was awful-2 in 9. Since 1790 
great changes have been successively introduced. Still the
sanitary arrangements are far from being satisfactory. The
mortality has now fallen to 1 in 18. Your readers are aware
that a new H6tel Dieu is now being constructed on a vast
plan, on the completion of which the venerable structure
is to be pulled down. This gives to it an additional interest.
Staff-Physicians : Drs. Barth, Gueneau de Mussy, Vigla, and
Vernois. Surgeons : M. Laugier, Clinical Professor of the
Faculty; and M. Maisonneuve, a daring surgeon and skilful
operator. Here, not long since, Trousseau delivered his elo-
quent lectures, and Jobert performed his most daring and
successful operations.

Saint-Antoine, situate on the Faubourg St. Antoine (Rue du
Faubourg St. Antoine, 184), the most crowded and most turbu
lent quarter of Paris. Founded in 1795 by the National Con-
vention on the site of an ancient monastery. It contains 320,
beds, a number much too small for the population of the
quarter; overcrowding has been the consequence. The surgical
cases are numerous. Statistics do not agree as to mortality-
it may be said to vary from one in eleven to one in twenty-two.
Staff-Physicians : Messrs. Boucher de la Ville Jossy, X.
Richard, Mesner, Axenfeld, Lorain, Millard. Surgeons : M.
Broca, one of the most brilliant of the young generation of
surgeons, M. Foucher.

Lariboisi&egrave;re (Clos St. Lazare).-A special visit must be given
to this hospital. It is situated near the Northern Railway, at
a considerable distance from the School of Medicine, and almost
on the outskirts of the town. It has received its name from
the Marchioness of Lariboisi,re, who lodged large sums of
money with the Assistance Publique towards its completion.
The French are justly proud of this hospital. It is the newest
and the most beautiful in Paris. The airing grounds are
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spacious and pleasant, the interior arrangements admirably
disposed, the wards lofty, and the whole building wears an
aspect of cheerfulness. The ventilation department is ela-
borate, and well worth a careful visit. There are 625 beds ;
the mortality is about one in ten. In 1856 the number of pa-
tients admitted during the year amounted to 9086. Situate
in a populous quarter of Paris (near Montmartre, Bellevue,
&c.), surgical cases abound, and it is generally one of the first
to offer epidemical cases. During the revolution of 1848 the
site which it now occupies was the scene of much bloodshed.
Staff-Physicians : Messrs. Pidoux, Tardieu (the well known
Professor of Forensic Medicine, formerly Dean of the Faculty),
Herard, Moissenet, Oulmont, Duplay. Surgeons : Messrs.
Cusco and Verneuil.
Beaujon (Rue du Faubourg du Roule, 208).-Founded in

1780 by M. Beaujon as an asylum for orphans. Constituted
into a general hospital by a decree of the National Assembly
in 1795. Number of beds, 500. Mortality, 1 in 14. Ventila-
tion is performed by two distinct systems. This department
may be visited. Staff-Physicians : Messrs. Gubler, Fr&eacute;my,
Moutard-Martin. Surgeons : Messrs. Jarjavay (Professor of
Anatomy at the Faculty) and Richard.
La Piti&eacute;.-Once a refuge for beggars, instituted in 1612 by

Maria de Medicis ; next served as an annex to the H6tel Dieu,
and is now organised as a general hospital. Its principal
entrance is in Rue St. Victor, and many of its wards overlook
the Jardin des Plantes. 624 beds. Mortality, 1 in 11. Staff-
Physicians : Messrs. Marrotte, Bernutz, Matice, Empis, and
Gallard. Surgeons : MM. Gosselin and Richet, both Professors
of the Faculty.
La Charit6 (Rue Jacob, 47). - Since the year 1607 the

Charit&eacute; has occupied the spot where it is still to be found, and
was at that time in the hands of a congregation of monks
whom Marie de Medicis had called over from Italy. 420 beds.
Mortality is said to be only 1 in 20. Staff-Here will be found
two of the most illustrious representatives of modern French
medicine : M. Velpeau and M. Bouillaud. The other medical
officers are Messrs. Nonat, Pelletan, Behier, Monneret, and
Denonvilliers. The three last are Professors of the Faculty.
Necker (Rue, de S&egrave;vres, 21), next to the H6pital des Enfants

Malades ; once occupied by a Convent of Benedictines. Bears
the name of its foundress. 400 beds. Mortality, 1 in 17.
Staff-Physicians : Drs. Bouley, Delpech, Lasgue, and Potain.
Surgeon: M. Desormeaux (the promoter of the endoscope in
this country).

Cochin (Rue du Faubourg St. Jacques, 45).-Bears the name
of its founder, who was curate of the parish in which it was
situated. 100 beds. Mortality, 1 in 10. Staff-Physician :
M. Woillez. Surgeon : M. Guyon.

Special Hospitals.
St. Louis.-An hospital exceptionally interesting to strangers,

unique on account of the special advantages which it combines
for the study of skin diseases. Situate at the end of the
Faubourg du Temple, Rue des R&eacute;collets, 22, or Rue Bichat,
24. Dates from the reign of Henry IV. Before the revolu-
tion of 1789 there existed the same deplorable state of things
which I mentioned in alluding to the H6tel Dieu. A number
of patients afflicted with the most disgusting and contagious 
diseases were huddled together in the same bed. The revolu- I
tion swept away these abuses. St. Louis now contains 425
beds. It is almost exclusively devoted to the treatment
of cutaneous and certain chronic diseases. There are, how-
ever, wards for syphilitic patients, a pavilion for lying-in
women, and a large service of surgery-the crowded state of
this part of the town having rendered this last necessary. The
consultations given in the hospital to out-patients are mora
interesting on account of the considerable number of cases of
cutaneous diseases which may there be examined. Baths are
established on a vast scale, most complete, varied, and inte-
resting. Every year 50,000 baths, 40,000 fumigations, 2000
douches are administered (Bouchardat). Treatment of itch in
two hours, according to the method of M. Hardy and M. Bazin.
A museum for skin diseases has lately been added to the hos-
pital, and is now open to medical visitors. Average mortality,
1 in 25. Staff’-Physicians : Drs. Bazin, Hardy, Hillairet,
Lailler, and Guirout. Surgeons: M. Voillemier and M. A.
Gu&eacute;rin.

 Maison Municipale de Sant&eacute; (Faubourg St. Denis, 200).-
During a long time was known under the name of Maison
Dubois, on account of the illustrious Antoine Dubois having
been the surgeon of this institution. It receives patients who
have means enough to pay a certain sum for their treatment.

Staff-Physicians : Drs. Bourdon and Cazalis. Surgeon: M.
Demarquay.

H6pital des Clirtiques (opposite the School of Medicine).-
One of the more recently erected hospitals of Paris. There
are no medical wards in this institution. Two of the cliniques
of the Faculty are attached to it : one, of surgery, under Pro-
fessor N&eacute;laton; the other, of accouchements, under Professor
Depaul. Midwives learn their profession here.

H&ocirc;pital des V&eacute;n&eacute;riens ou du  Midi (Faubourg St. Jacques,
Rue des Capucins).-Was at first (in 1585) destined to receive
nurses and infants affected with syphilis ; a short time

ago it was converted into an hospital exclusively open to
male syphilitic patients; 400 beds. Mortality less severe than
in the other hospitals of Paris. Under the linden trees of this
hospital Ricord delivered his famous lectures, and gave a lasting
impetus to the study of venereal diseases. Staff-Physician :
M. Simonnet. Surgeons: Messrs. Dolbeau and Lefort.

H&ocirc;pital de Lourcine (Rue Lourcine, 94).-The French Lock
Hospital. To be visited with a special order ; interesting ;
much to be seen in the way of the use of the speculum, &c.
Mortality, 1 in 55. Founded in 1828. Staff-Physician: M.
Jaccoud. Surgeons : Messrs. Panas and Desprs.

H&ocirc;pital des Enfurats Malades, or H(3pital de l’Enfant J&eacute;sus 
(Rue de Sevres, 140).-This is an invaluable institution for a
large and most interesting class of patients, and is well
worthy of a visit. Founded in 1802 for children of both sexes,
aged from two to fifteen. The buildings are spacious; the
airing grounds are planted with trees, shrubs, and flowers, and
contain a complete gymnasium, where the little convalescents
may exercise themselves in the open air. There are isolated
pavilions for chronic and contagious disease. Number of beds,
500. Mortality, 1 in 5. Here Guersant, Trousseau, and
Blache pursued their interesting investigations and acquired
celebrity in the treatment of diseases of children. During the
academic year lectures are delivered thrice every week by
three gentlemen attached to the hospital: M. Girald&egrave;s, who
is entrusted with the surgical department, an accomplished
surgeon, a scholar, an adept in English surgery and English
medical literature; M. Roger, an excellent clinician, of a
most ingenious and practical mind ; and M. Bouchut, an active
and enterprising physician. The other members of the staff
are-Messrs. Labric, Vidal, and Chauffard.

H&ocirc;pital Ste. Eugenie (Rue du Faubourg St. Antoine, 126).-
Also exclusively devoted to diseases of children. A recently.
constructed hospital, the foundation of which is due to the
Empress. It contains large accommodation and pleasant
airing grounds, with a gymnasium, &c. 379 beds. Mortality,
I in 6 to 7. Staff-Physicians : Messrs. Barthez (Physician to
the Prince Imperial, well known by his extensive work on
Diseases of Children, written in co-operation with Rilliet),
Bergeron, and Triboulet. Surgeon : M. Marjolin.
Such are the hospitals of Paris properly so-called. The

names of many of them are doubtless already familiar, even to
those who have never yet come to this city. Many are worthy
of a special visit-and I have generally taken care to note
them,-all deserve to be seen. In describing them I have
merely indicated a few points of interest, and have abstained
from entering into any minute details concerning their interior
arrangements-the medical visitor will see and judge for him-
self.

Let him on his arrival in Paris go to the Administration of

the Assistance Publique (Avenue de Victoria, near the H&ocirc;tel
de Ville) and obtain a general order for visiting all the hos-
pitals. This will save much time and trouble. I would also
advise him to run over the hospitals during the morning. The
medical officers go round the wards every morning from eight
A.M. to ten or half-past ten A.M. On applying to the porter
he will easily learn where the wards of such and such a phy-
sician or surgeon are to be found. He may then accompany the
chef de service in his round and take a cursory view of French
hospital practice. At the end of this visit he should apply to
the director of the hospital, who will readily furnish him
with the opportunity of visiting the hospital in all its details.

Paris, August 14th, 1867.

CHOLERA AT PESHAWUR. - According to latest
reports the disease which had prevailed so extensively and in
such a severe form in the Peshawur Valley had subsided, and
the troops which had been under canvas there had returned to
cantonments. The 42nd Highlanders, which, it will be re-
membered, had suffered more than any of the other regiments,
remain encamped on Cher,t Hill, which has a considerable
elevation, and whose climate is comparatively salubrious.


